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have been, to say the least, illogical and unnatural on my
part to discuss with Emperor William a possible viola-
tion of this principle. At a later time, when Minister of
Foreign Affairs, I was instrumental in maintaining the
status quo in the Baltic, which signified, among other
things, the inviolability of the territory of Denmark and
the respect for her rights as a neutral Power.

The foregoing pages, it seems to me, throw a sufficient
light upon the general international situation as it
existed at the moment when I took charge of the foreign
policies of Russia. It was a moment of extreme trial
for the Russian Empire, still suffering from the blows
received during the war and the ensuing revolutionary
troubles, and face to face with grave problems at home and
abroad. As Minister of Foreign Affairs I was called
upon to take a definite stand with regard to the policy
that the Russian Government intended to pursue in its
relation to other countries.
The position of Russia in Europe was determined
by the fact that for the past fifteen years she had been
bound by a formal treaty of alliance to France. The
Czar, it is true, had yielded momentarily to the in-
sidious efforts of the German Emperor to engage Russia
in a political system of a nature that did not, perhaps,
involve a complete detachment from France, but would
have placed her at least in a situation infinitely more
complicated and uncertain. Fortunately the error of
Emperor Nicholas was not persisted in, being contrary
to bis sentiments of honour and to his good-sease as
well, so ke had succeeded, with the help of Count
f, in extricating himself from the trap that
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